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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 9th November 2015 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, T R 

Huggins, J A Parker, R A Payne, P S Potts, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis and Dr S C 

Withams. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

District Councillors P L E Bucknell and Mrs A D Curtis. 

County Councillor M R Tew 
 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs S Stafford and Mrs A 

R Wyatt. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman made a presentation to Mr A J 

Corney who had retired as the Council’s Senior Handyman at the end of September 2015.  

In so doing, she thanked him for his help and commitment while employed by the 

Council and conveyed the best wishes of the Council for a long and happy retirement. 

 

 

115/15 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Potts and seconded by Councillor Huggins, the Minutes 

of the meeting held on 12th October 2015 were approved as a correct record and signed 

by the Chairman 

 

 

116/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

No interests were declared by Members in respect of items appearing on the agenda. 

 

 

117/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 12th 

October 2015:- 
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(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(a), the Clerk reported that the Department for 

Communities and Local Government had requested that a minor typographical 

error be corrected in the byelaws submitted for Jubilee Park, subject to which it 

was anticipated that the byelaws would be approved. 

 

(b) Gritting of Puddock Hill 

 

Arising from Minute No. 101/15(b), the Clerk informed Members that he had 

received confirmation from the County Council that Puddock Hill had been added 

to the gritting route.  An agreement was being prepared by the County Council to 

reflect the Parish Council’s decision to meet the cost involved but this had yet to 

be received.   

 

(c) The Weir 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(c), Councillor Mrs Cole reported that the water 

level in The Weir had risen by 4 inches as a result of recent rainfall and that it was 

not anticipated that problems would now arise with the onset of the autumn 

weather.  She reported that she had been in communication with various agencies 

and that the application of siltex was not dependent on the water depth as opposed 

to the surface area of the pond. 

 

(d)  Damage to Parish Centre 

 

 Further to Minute No. 101/15(e), the Clerk reported that the Police had contacted 

him with regard to the break in to the storage sheds at the Parish Centre in August 

and that he would report at a future meeting when he had further information. 

 

(e) Damage to Play Equipment – Adams Lyons Playground 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(f), the Clerk reported that he was anticipating that a 

replacement for the nest swing that had been vandalised at Adams Lyons 

playground would be delivered shortly. 

 

(f) Notice Boards 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(f), the Clerk reported that he was meeting 

representatives of the Primary School in Humberdale Way on the following day to 

determine a suitable site for the relocation of the notice board outside the school 

premises in Humberdale Way.  As a result, an order had been placed for the 

replacement of the notice boards in High Street and Humberdale Way.  

 

(g) Purchase of Seat by Warboys 55 Plus 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(h), the Clerk reported that he was awaiting 

confirmation from the 55 Plus club with regard to their funding of a 

commemorative seat before placing an order.  
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(h) Outdoor Fitness Equipment 

 

 Further to Minute No. 101/15(i), the Clerk confirmed that the official opening of 

the outdoor fitness equipment had been reported correctly in the latest edition of 

the Ramsey and Warboys Reporter. 

  

(i) WEEE Bank 

 

Arising from Minute No. 101/15(m), the Chairman expressed her appreciation to 

the Handymen and those Members who had been able to assist with the emptying 

of the WEEE bank in advance of Remembrance Sunday.  However she reported 

that a considerable proportion of the contents of the bank had not been electrical 

goods and that the container had been used to dispose of clothing, bottles and 

other materials.  Woodford Recycling had provided a skip to remove the electrical 

goods and the remainder would be disposed of by the Handymen. 

 

As the bank had not been used for the principle intended, difficulties had been 

encountered with its emptying and the Council was unlikely to receive any 

recycling credits from its contents as the price of scrap had fallen, Members 

agreed with a suggestion by the Chairman that the bank be removed.  Councillor 

Huggins offered to assist with its removal to Reclaimed Appliances who had 

provided the bank in the first instance. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that arrangements be made for the WEEE Bank located in the Library car park to 

be removed and returned to Reclaimed Appliances. 

 

(j) Damage to Parish Centre 

 

Further to Minute No. 105/15, the Clerk reported that the Police were 

investigating the incident involving the taping up of storage sheds and a CCTV 

camera at the Parish Centre. 

 

(k) Parish Planting 

 

Further to Minute No. 106/15, Councillor Parker reported on the action that he 

had taken to publicise the availability of trees for planting in publicly visible 

locations under the District Council’s parish planting scheme.  Notices had been 

placed on the notice boards in the village and the Parochial Church Council had 

been asked to consider the location of a specimen tree in the churchyard or 

cemetery to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  However 

the PCC had indicated that the request would not be considered formally until 

after the closing date for the submission of applications and that this would 

require the approval of the Diocesan Synod.  It would not therefore be possible to 

plant a specimen tree in the current year although, if approved by the PCC and 

Synod, this would enable a tree to be planted in the following year. 

 

Councillor Parker also reported that he had arranged for the District Council’s 

Tree Warden Co-ordinator to visit the Parish and he was thanked by the Chairman 

for his efforts over the past month. 
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(l) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 109/15, the Clerk reported that he had been advised by the 

Christmas Lighting Group that only 4 of the 5 lighting columns in the High Street 

had had the necessary alterations undertaken by Balfour Beatty to accommodate 

Christmas lighting attachments.  In addition, the Chairman added that one of the 

timers fitted was of a different type to those fitted elsewhere and she stressed the 

urgency of Balfour Beatty completing the work ordered in time for the lighting 

switch on ceremony on 28th November to avoid disappointing residents. 

 

In response to a question by Councillor Payne, the Clerk confirmed that he would 

notify the residents affected by the road closure order in advance of the switch on 

ceremony.  

   

 

118/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12th October 

2015 be received. 

 

 

119/15 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the crime statistics on the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website 

did not appear to have been updated for October and that he would circulate the 

information to Members when this had been obtained. 

 

Members were also informed that the next public liaison meeting hosted by the Police 

would take place in the Parish Centre on 2nd December at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener reported that she had taken part in a number of speedwatch 

sessions in Warboys with the Community Roadwatch scheme in recent months.  She 

drew attention to the large number of vehicles that had been recorded when exceeding the 

speed limit in High Street, Ramsey Road and Humberdale Way.   

 

Members were informed by District Councillor Mrs Curtis that the Police were keen to 

have a Speedwatch team established in Warboys and that she was hoping to arrange a 

public meeting with the Police in an attempt to encourage volunteers to come forward.   

 

Members expressed concern about the volume of motorists who had been recorded when 

speeding in Warboys and were reminded by the Clerk of the escalation process adopted 

by the Police to take action in respect of the motorists identified.  It was suggested that 

the information presented by Councillor Mrs Tavener should be sufficient for the Police 

to monitor traffic speeds in the village and it was agreed that this matter be raised with 

the Police at the liaison meeting to be held on 2nd December. 

 

(District Councillor Bucknell left the meeting during the course of the discussion on the 

above item in order to attend the Under Fives AGM.) 
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120/15 OLD VILLAGE SCHOOL BOARD TRUST 

 

Having been advised that Mrs S A Pryke had resigned as the Council’s representative on 

the Warboys Old Village School Board Trust, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Parker be appointed as the Council’s representative for the 

remainder of the current municipal year. 

 

 

121/15   WIGGS FARM AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 

Further to Minute No. 101/15(l), the Clerk reported on information received from the 

District Council indicating that the affordable housing development at Wiggs Farm, 

Ramsey Road was now likely to proceed with Havebury Housing Partnership as the 

nominated housing association. 

 

Members were reminded that if local people wished to be considered for the tenancy of 

the new dwellings, they needed to be registered on the District Council’s housing waiting 

list. 

 

 

122/15 REPORTS 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/15, the Council’s representatives who attended meetings and 

visits over the past month reported as follows:- 

 

(a) Parish Initiative Meeting  

 

Councillors Mrs Harlock and Ms Gifford reported on the Parish Initiative meeting 

which had taken place in Warboys on 21st October 2015 at which they had acted 

as chairman and secretary respectively.  Members were informed that the meeting 

had been well attended and a wide range of issues discussed.  County Councillor 

Tew drew attention to the size of the impending cuts to the County Council’s 

budget in 2016/17 and the need for local councils to work together to share 

resources, with mention having been made at the meeting about the possibility of 

the joint funding of Speedwatch equipment for use locally.  

 

(b) Crest Nicholson Visit  

 

Councillor Mrs Harlock reported that she had attended the visit organised by 

Crest Nicholson on 29th October to view other sites which they had developed at 

Milton Keynes and Daventry in connection with the proposed development of 

Wyton Airfield.  She indicated that she had been impressed with the quality of the 

development at Daventry, although this was smaller than that envisaged at Wyton.  

Members were informed that Crest Nicholson were anticipating the submission of 

a planning application for the development in 2016 but Councillor Mrs Harlock 

pointed out that the District Council’s officers who had attended the visit were 
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aware of the highway issues that still had to be addressed if the development was 

to proceed. 

In that respect, the Clerk also reported the receipt of information from the District 

Council’s case officer dealing with the proposed development, indicating that 

there were a number of significant issues that still needed to be considered before 

the District Council could take the draft allocation forward, principal of which 

was the transportation impact of the proposal. 

 

(c) Care Quality Commission 

 

Councillor Dr Withams reported on her attendance at a CQC meeting on 20th 

October at Hinchingbrooke to obtain the views of the public about the hospital as 

part of a recent inspection programme, the outcome of which would be known in 

January. 

 

(d) Connections Bus Project AGM 

 

The Chairman reported on her attendance at the Connections Bus Project AGM 

held at Histon on 27th October, at which she had been impressed by the outreach 

service provided by the organisation.  The project was currently providing 10 

sessions per week in various communities with an average attendance of 20 

youngsters and the largest being at Warboys.  The Chairman mentioned that staff 

shortages in the current term had reduced the number of sessions in Warboys, 

although a recent successful recruitment process should mean that the service 

should return to normal shortly.  She also mentioned that the County Council’s 

grant to the organisation was being withdrawn in 2016 which might have an effect 

on the charge that had to be made.   

 

 

123/15 SHELTER AT JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Further to Minute No. 249/14, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated to all Members) with regard to the shelter in the High Street near the Jubilee 

Clock Tower.  Members were reminded that the neighbours who lived in the adjoining 

property had submitted complaints about the condition of the shelter over the previous 

two years, as a result of which the Council had requested a report on the cost of 

demolition and its possible replacement with an ornamental seat and garden or a new 

shelter. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had obtained a quotation for the demolition of the shelter in 

the sum of £3,575.90, although it had not been possible to obtain an indicative cost for a 

replacement as the designs available varied so widely. 

 

In terms of the suggestion that the shelter be replaced with a commemorative seat and 

garden, the Clerk reported that the site formed part of a larger area of land owned by BT.  

The company had advised that they were unable to locate any documentation permitting 

the existence of the shelter.  While they had no objection to either its retention or 

replacement with one of a similar or smaller size, BT had stated that if the shelter were to 

be demolished they were not prepared to permit the land to be laid out and maintained as 

a garden or for a commemorative seat to be installed. 
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The Clerk reported that the Council had been reluctant in the past to agree to requests 

from neighbours for the removal of street furniture, play equipment etc. as this would 

simply transfer any problems elsewhere and might establish a precedent that would make 

future requests more difficult to resist. 

 

Members were reminded that the possibility of a mural being painted in the shelter by 

youngsters had been investigated previously but that there had been a lack of interest on 

the part of those attending the Connections Bus sessions in the village when this had been 

raised with them. 

 

Councillor Mrs Cole advised Members that she had been able to establish that the shelter 

had been constructed by the Council in the mid-1960s and that it had never been intended 

for use as a bus shelter.  She expressed the opinion that the shelter still served a useful 

purpose and she drew attention to the painting of a WWI mural in a shelter in Chatteris 

by the British Legion Youth Section which had not been vandalised subsequently.  She 

suggested that if a similar mural were to be painted in the shelter at the Clock Tower by 

young people in the village, this might have a similar result and help to establish a sense 

of responsibility in the youngsters involved. 

  

Conflicting views were expressed by Members in a lengthy discussion as to whether the 

shelter should be retained or demolished, a replacement shelter installed or the land left to 

be maintained by BT.  At the invitation of the Chairman, the neighbours who had 

complained about the shelter addressed the Council.  They referred to similar murals to 

that suggested by Councillor Mrs Cole which had been painted in shelters at Woodhurst 

and Wistow and they pointed out that the worst aspect of the shelter from their 

perspective was the smell of the strong disinfectant used by the Council when the shelter 

was cleaned.  If a mural was painted and the floor sealed so that a different type of 

disinfectant could be used, they expressed the view that they would be content for the 

shelter to be retained. 

 

Under the circumstances and after a vote had been taken, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the shelter be retained and its appearance improved by the sealing of the floor 

and the painting of a WWI or similar mural by young people in the village, 

possibly with the assistance of the British Legion Youth Section of Chatteris. 

 

(District Councillor Bucknell returned to the meeting during the course of the discussion 

on the above item.) 

 

 

124/15 DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 

Members considered an invitation from the District Council to comment on a possible 

change in their electoral arrangements from the present arrangement of elections by thirds 

to full Council elections every four years.  The Clerk pointed out that this would not 

affect the Parish Council’s elections every four years unless the period of office of 

Members was changed initially to bring this into line with a change to all out elections of 

the District Council.   
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However it was pointed out that the savings generated by a change to all out elections 

was not as significant as might be envisaged as some wards currently only had a single 

member which meant that they already only had an election for a district councillors once 

every four years.  In addition, many local elections were now combined with 

parliamentary or European elections which meant that costs were shared. 

 

Members were of the opinion that all out elections could potentially result in a significant 

change in membership of the District Council if the voting in local elections was heavily 

influenced by the public’s perception of the performance of the Government nationally 

which could result in a loss of experienced councillors to the detriment of the local 

community.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the District Council be informed that the Parish Council supports the 

retention of elections by thirds.  

 

 

125/15 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Members considered a request from the East Anglian Air Ambulance for a financial 

contribution towards the cost of providing a CPR training session to key stage 2 pupils in 

a local school which was anticipated to cost £440.  The organisation estimated that this 

could benefit up to 100 pupils depending on the size of the school. 

 

In supporting the request, Members were of the opinion that 50% of the cost should be 

met by the Parish Council if the session were to be held at Warboys Community Primary 

School.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a grant equivalent to 50% of the cost of providing a CPR training session at 

Warboys Community Primary School be made to the East Anglian Air 

Ambulance, subject to a maximum amount of £220. 

 

 

126/15 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

 

Members reviewed the arrangements for the Remembrance Sunday service held at the 

War Memorial on 8th November.  The Chairman expressed her appreciation to 

Councillor Huggins and to his grandson who had played the bugle at the ceremony.  She 

also thanked the Handymen and Mr A Corney, the former Senior Handyman, for closing 

the High Street for the duration of the service and the Police for marshalling the parade to 

the Parish Church for the morning service.  Members commented on the high attendance 

level at the ceremony and the benefit of having the adjoining roads closed during the 

service.  The Clerk reported that a public address system had been borrowed from the 

primary school but the Rector had decided not to use it for the service. 

 

District Councillor Bucknell and the Clerk mentioned that, following contact with RAF 

Wyton, there was a possibility that there might be a presence by military personnel  at the 

service in Warboys in 2016.  
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It was therefore 

RESOLVED 

 

that application be made to the County Council for a road closure order for the 

Remembrance Sunday service in Warboys in future years. 

 

 

127/15 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

 

A report was submitted by the Clerk with regard to the Community Infrastructure Levy 

income received by the Council (copies of which had been circulated).  This had followed 

the receipt of information from the District Council advising that parish councils in 

receipt of CIL payments were required to produce a report annually showing the total 

amount received in any year, total expenditure, a summary of what the CIL had been 

spent on and the total amount of receipts retained at the end of the year reported.  Copies 

were also circulated of the guidance issued by the District Council for parish and town 

councils on CIL and of a summary produced by the Clerk as required by the CIL 

Regulations. 

 

The Clerk reported that a total of £615.72 had been received by the Parish Council to date 

from the construction of 3 dwellings on the site of the former W I Hall in George Lane.  

It was suggested that this be allocated to the proposed replacement of the Parish Centre, 

although Members acknowledged that this would not prevent its use elsewhere if 

necessary. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the schedule attached to the report now submitted be approved for submission 

to the District Council and inclusion on the Parish Council’s website as required 

by the CIL Regulations.  

 

 

128/15 CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET CUTS 

 

The Clerk drew attention to information received from the County Council on the need 

for the authority to make cuts in services to achieve savings of £41 million in 2016/17 

and more than £100 million in the next 5 years, in addition to over £218 since 2009.  

Information had been issued on the extent of the potential budget cuts and the Clerk 

pointed out that the impacts locally involved reducing the funding for Children’s Centres, 

withdrawing school crossing patrols, reducing winter maintenance from 45% to 30% of 

the highway network, withdrawing funding from some libraries, closing the mobile 

library service and reducing support for bus services. 

  

The County Council anticipated that because of the scale of the cuts, this would 

necessitate parish councils and local communities becoming more involved if they 

wished services to continue to be provided.  The examples suggested by the County 

Council included volunteer support for libraries, the funding of highway gritting, verge 

cutting and timebanking and they suggested that the impact of the cuts be addressed by 

parish councils when preparing their budgets for 2016/17.  
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The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council would be unable to absorb any additional 

duties or responsibilities from the County Council without an increase in staffing levels 

and that it was misleading for the County Council to raise expectations on the part of the 

public that parish councils could deliver the services that they were proposing to cut. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the County Council be advised that the Parish Council is unable to offset the 

cuts that they are proposing to make and that they should refrain from suggesting 

to the public that this is a realistic possibility.  

 

 

129/15 FLOOD RISK 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to the receipt of further correspondence from the County 

Council encouraging parish councils to become actively involved in the management of 

flood risk within their areas and to develop local flood plans.   

 

The County Council were of the opinion that the majority of ordinary watercourse 

maintenance issues that were reported to them could be better resolved locally and they 

proposed therefore to refer matters to parish councils in future to try to resolve them 

informally, unless this involved a significant issue that could result in a successful 

prosecution. 

 

The County Council also encouraged parish councils who had not yet done so to develop 

local flood plans to identify areas at risk of flooding, explain the issues within those areas 

and develop a prioritised action plan to deal with the issues identified. 

 

Further to the discussion on the previous minute (138/15), the Clerk pointed out the 

limited resources available to the Parish Council and the impracticality of accepting any 

responsibility for resolving local flooding issues or developing and implementing an 

action plan in times of flood. 

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a local flood plan be not drawn up by the Parish Council and the County 

Council reminded of the limited resources available to the Parish Council to deal 

with issues of this nature. 

 

 

130/15   CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Members noted the following items of correspondence that had been received since the 

previous meeting:- 

 

(a) Local Wildlife 

 

Summer 2015 edition published by the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 

Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust 
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(b) Open Space 

Autumn 2015 edition published by the Open Spaces Society 

 

(c) Magpas Newsletter 

 

Newsletter published by Magpas. 

 

 

131/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, questions had been raised regarding the allotments which had subsequently been 

dealt with by the Allotments Committee and the shelter at the Jubilee Clock Tower which 

had been discussed earlier in the meeting.  A question had been raised about the retention 

of trees and bushes at the development on the site of the former Cliffords Garage and a 

request had been made that name cards be used at Council meetings so that the public 

knew the identity of individual Members. 

 

 

132/15 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Huggins and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – October 2015    981.62  

                                                

    

W E Batterbee  Salary – October 2015    711.36 

 

R Edwards  Salary – October 2015    346.00 

           

 

R Reeves  Salary – October 2015    878.99 

                            

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – October 2015    898.34          

              

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre           7.41 

    (paid by direct debit) 

  

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – paint      17.00 

 

Citizens Advice  Grant       100.00 
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Rural Cambs 

 

Cranbrook Plants Winter pansies      192.00 

 

Morelock Signs Additional traffic signs for Remembrance  186.24 

   Sunday road closure 

 

A J Corney  Traffic management – Remembrance Sunday   55.00 

   road closure 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection - December          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - December     36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  December      30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      58.50 

 

Activ Security  CCTV monitor repair       48.00 

(UK) Ltd. 

 

 

133/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for October 2015, the list of Parish 

Centre bookings for that month and the budgetary control statement for the second 

quarter of the year, copies of which had been circulated to all Members. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


